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Dog - deep pyoderma 

A one year old was presented on 27.5.2011 at the veterinary 
practice. The not neutered Rottweiler (named Pico) had large 
malodorous and severely itching wounds. The wound had been 
neglected by the owner for several weeks.
Usually presented superficial pyoderma (“hot spots’) are treated 
with only a topical therapy (Jakobsson, 2011), however in this 
case it was deemed necessary to also prescribe oral antibiotics 
due to the depth of the lesions. 

Product: L-Mesitran Ointment
Case study done by:  Daniel Rieder , DVM, Weiden See, Austria.

Method & Results
Under general anaesthesia the affected skin areas were shaved 
and cleaned with 3% hydrogen peroxide. Then a thin layer of L-
Mesitran ointment was applied once a day on the area. The first 
application was done by the veterinarian; afterwards the treat-
ment was done at home by the owner. In addition systemic an-
tibiotics, cephalosporin, (15mg/kg, 2x daily) were administered. 
During follow up consultation, four days later, neither moist areas 
nor skin redness were observed and the itching was gone.

Discussion
Superficial pyoderma is most commonly caused by Staph. 
pseudintermedius (Tse, 2011). These bacteriae can become re-
sistant to antibiotics (Huerta, 2011), which makes it a priority for 
veterinarians to investigate non-antibiotics for the treatment of 
superficial pyoderma. In this case the antibiotics were mainly 
prescribed to reduce the risk of systemic infection, because the 
lesions were deep. The large, heavily itching and exudating malo-
dorous wounds were treated locally with honey based ointment, 
which has a long successful track record in veterinarian use (Over-
gaauw, 2006). A Swedish study dealt with 40 skin areas that were 
treated with either 3% chlorhexidine shampoo (Pyoderm) or 
honey based ointment (L-Mesitran) (Jakobsson, 2011). The study 
showed that the honey ointment is more effective. In this case 
the honey based ointment was responsible in only 4 days for a 
significant improvement of skin appearance. The combination of 
anti-bacterial, anti-inflammatory and wound-healing properties 
of the medical honey ointment seems to be responsible for the 
rapid improvement in this massive pyoderma.
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Figures show the lesions on the day of admission


