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L-Mesitran®          Case Study:

Dog –  Trauma 

The 2½ year old Laika (cross breed Saluki & Doberman) got in-
jured on her lateral side by a penetrating stick. The stick caused 
a wound and broke (Fig. 1). The dog was treated surgically by a 
veterinarian (Fig. 2) and in order to be able to cleanse the wound 
properly, a skin flap was created. During this procedure a drain 
was constructed. (Fig. 3).

After 10 days post-op, the skin flap appeared to be no longer ad-
hering to the wound surface and it had become necrotic. Three 
days thereafter, the excessive skin flap was removed, and the 
wound measured 17x15x12cm (Fig. 4). Meloxicam (MetacamTM, 
Boehringer) and wide spectum antibiotics were administered 
for pain relief and to prevent infection. The vet initially proposed 
to use fusidic acid for further treatment. After consultation with 
the woundcare nurse, the owner decided to switch to a honey-
based treatment for woundhealing per secundam. This choice 
was made to prevent infection and promote wound healing.

Product: L-Mesitran ointment en Tulle
Case study done by: A. Brander, RN, Hoorn, The Netherlands 
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Method and results
The wound was rinsed twice daily with saline. Thereafter, the ne-
crotic tissue was removed with a wet gauze and the wound was 
cleansed thorougly.  The honey tulle was applied to the wound 
(L-MesitranTM Tulle, Theo), covered with an absorbent dressing 
exsupad and fixated with a compression bandage (TubifastTM, 
Mölnlycke).

To prevent the dog from licking the wound, she wore a cap which 
was only allowed to be taken off during walks and whilst she was 
under supervision.  After the removal of the skin flap, the wound 
healed within six weeks (fig. 6). A total amount of 15-20 tubes of 
20 gram ointment and 20 Tulle bandages were used during the 
treatment. The owner performed the dressing changes himself.

Discussion
Trauma suffered by contact with a sharp (penetrating) object are 
not uncommon in dogs (Slatter, 2003). The treatment is generally 
surgical in nature, which can be a costly solution. In this case the 
costs of the treatments by the vet had risen to more than 1,000 
Euro. One would prefer to have a good alternative for surgery 
when healing per secundam is possible. Especially when this al-
ternative is effective and can be performed cost-effective.

Studies on the use of  honey dressings in canines show that ef-
fectively a very good wound healing can be achieved. Such treat-
ment of skin wounds with honey based products, is significantly 
more efficient and less expensive than other conventional oint-
ments and/or wound dressings (Rooster H, 2008). This case study 
reaffirms this finding. Wound healing was achieved within 6 
weeks without infection and without side effects. The daily topi-
cal treatment can be performed by a veterinarian or a nurse, but 
can also be done, where appropriate, by the owner himself un-
der, weekly, supervision of a veterinarian or a nurse.
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